South Korea Background paper

History:


Modern South Korean history dates back from the aftermath of World War II.  In 1948, the Communist forces of the Soviet Union controlled northern Korea, while  bloody Korean War (1950-1953), where Communist forces of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea from the north attacked the Republic of Korea of the south.  Following the catastrophic war for the Koreans, Chinese, and UN forces engaged in the struggle (2 million died), the nation was split along the 38th parallel, creating the communist North Korea and the semi-democratic South Korea.  In 1972, fierce martial law and democracy coincided in South Korea for the next 15 years, with the government repressing and killing student protestors and workers tired with the repressive government.  After years of demanding democratic elections, freedom of press, and the release of political prisoners, as well as turning the country on the brink of civil war, elections were finally held in 1988, and military figure Roh Tae-Woo was elected president.  Student unrest continued but, unlike the 1980 Gwangju massacre where 200 students died to the hands of the government, Roh freed up the system even more, and reestablished relations with China and the Soviet Union.  Following corrupt leaders, former dissident Kim Dae-Jung was elected president, and made strides in introducing democratic and economic reforms to the nation, and a promise to restore relations with the hostile North Korea.  In June 2000, Kim made a historic stop and shook hands with North Korean president Kim Jung II, and was awarded the Nobel Peace prize for his efforts, in engaging Japan and the US to assist in cooperation with North Korea.  However, in May of 2003, North Korea announced the North-South Pact it made with South Korea to never build nuclear weapons “dead,” following its pullout of the nuclear Non-Proliferation treaty and abandoned a 1994 arms control accord made with the United States.  
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Issue F 0-0 cus: North Korean Nuclear Weapons Program

In late 1991 North and South Korea signed an Agreement on Reconciliation, Non-aggression, Exchanges and Cooperation and the Joint Declaration on the Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. The Joint Declaration called for a bilateral nuclear inspection regime to verify the denuclearization of the peninsula and in 1991 George Bush pulled American tactical nuclear weapons off the Korean Peninsula.  The North's agreement to accept The North's agreement to accept IAEA safeguards initiated a series of IAEA inspections of North Korea's nuclear facilities. This promising development was halted by the North's refusal to allow special inspections of two unreported facilities suspected of holding nuclear waste. Ignoring the South-North Joint Declaration of the Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, North Korea refused IAEA inspections and operated nuclear reprocessing facilities, making the world suspicious of its nuclear intentions.  On February 10, 1993, North Korea refused to permit the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to conduct special inspections, as permitted under the terms of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT).  The North's threat to withdraw from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) brought North-South progress to an abrupt halt.  In 1999, North Korea caused the naval confrontation between the two Koreas in the West Sea, crossing the Northern Limit Line (NLL) in June 1999. The confrontation cast doubt on Pyongyang's intentions to engage in dialogue with Seoul. North Korea did not want to wage a war, but caused the confrontation on purpose. North Korea made the NLL a disputed issue through continuous military confrontation in the buffer zone, until the general-level talks on June 15, 1999.

